September 2, 2008

Champlain Elementary School

800 Pine Street
Burlington, VT 05401
864- 8477

Leslie Colomb, Principal
Barbara Leopold, Admin.

Assistant

Dear Families,

We have had an excellent beginning of the 2008-2009 school year. There was a
terrific turnout for the Open House and many families had an opportunity to see the
classroom and talk to the teachers prior to the official opening day. The first day
was festive with a large crowd of parents and students out front eagerly awaiting
the opening of the front doors. It was so nice that a large number of parents stayed
for the PTO breakfast and learned about all of the events that are already being
planned for the fall.

During these first few weeks of school our teachers are busy establishing commu-
nity in their classrooms. They teach the social skills of cooperation, assertion, re-
sponsibility, empathy and self-control. Teachers take time to directly teach expecta-
tions and routines for all parts of the school day so that students know what their
jobs are and can be successful members of their class community. Please take the
time at home to reinforce the importance of
these life long social skills.

Thank you for
a great start to

Sincerely,

[
Leslie Colomb the year!
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ﬁ Introducing New Staff
Please welcome the following new staff to our Champlain
Community:

Erin Afifronti- After School Program Director
Amanda D’Agostino—Faraeducator
Meg Delorme—Speech Language Pathologist

Phyllis Golodetz-Etiene — Paraeducator
Matt Hadjun—4/5 teacher

Maureen Riley—Paraeducator

Casey Seipel—=Spanish teacher

Amy Stetson — Paraeducator
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IMPORTANT MESSAGES
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Packet of Forms— Thank you for the quick return of the forms in the large packet you received

*

last week. These are so important for us to have. If you haven’t had a chance to send them back to
school, please do so this week. Thank you!

*

Nurse’s Office — As a new school year begins just a reminder that if you are sending drinks to
school for your child, please send only healthy drinks. Some good choices are water, 100% fruit
juice, milk. Please no soda or sugar based sports drinks. Thank you for your support.

*

Lunch Accounts-If your child receives school lunch, please send in a check made out to Burling-
ton Food Service. Children were allowed to charge lunch last week even if there was not money
in their account. Please determine how often your child will eat lunch and prepay into the account.
Students are not allowed to charge for milk. Milk costs 50 cents. If you think you might qualify
for Free and Reduced lunch, please fill out the forms that were sent home last week and re-
turn them to school. Parents are always welcome in the lunchroom! We appreciate your
help!

Parking— The Pine Street Deli and Champlain Chocolates would like to remind us not to park in

L 4

their parking lots.

>

Early Morning Routines— The school bell rings at 8:10 so that students can be in their class-
rooms ready for learning at 8:15. If your child is in grades k-3 and arrives to school prior to 8:10
they may go to the cafeteria to wait until school begins. They are welcome to have breakfast at
that time. If your child is in 4/5 and they arrive early they are welcome to stay out front until
school begins.

*

Student Pick-up- If you need to pick your child up early from school please go to the office and
we will get your child for dismissal.

*

Echo Pass— We have a pass families can borrow to go to the Lake Aquarium/Science Center.
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ANNOUNCING TECH VOLUNTEER
NEEDED!

At the PTO meeting we decided it would be helpful to have a parent volunteer with tech-
nology expertise. As teachers create newsletters this parent could set up links to class-
room websites that all parents could access. This will be one more way to help parents
feel connected to the classroom during the work week. Please contact Dianne Tkach in
the library if you are interested in this volunteer position.
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